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Keeping people 
safe, from the 
workplace to 
anyplace

As a mission-based 
organization, NSC is focused 
on eliminating the leading 
causes of preventable 
injuries and deaths so people 
can live their fullest lives.



Roadway Safety 
During COVID

injuryfacts.nsc.org 

Roads Were 
Emptier…

But Deadlier. 



Estimated 42,060 Lives Lost in 2020

• Average 
115 people per day 

• Death rate: 
24% increase over 2019

injuryfacts.nsc.org 



People Drove More Miles in April 2021 than 2020, 
but Still Fewer than Pre-Pandemic Levels

Source: Federal Highway Administration, Traffic Volume Trends 

+54.6% vs. April 2020

-7.4% vs. April 2019

256.5 Billion 
Miles Driven in April 2021
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injuryfacts.nsc.org 



A Deeper Dive

injuryfacts.nsc.org 

3,760
Motor-vehicle Deaths 

April 2021

+49% vs. April 2020

+22% vs. April 2019
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Virginia +2% in 2020



Virginia 2017-2020
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Virginia Fatalities 2017-2020: Belts, Booze and Speed

Speeding Belts Impairment



HB 2312 & SB 1406



Compound Frequency of labs listing in top 15

THC and metabolites 62

Alprazolam/alpha-hydroxyalprazolam 57

Cocaine and metabolites 57

Methamphetamine 56

Diazepam/nordiazepam 48

Clonazepam/7-aminoclonazepam 45

Fentanyl 45

Amphetamine 43

Hydrocodone 34

Morphine 34

Oxycodone 34

Diphenhydramine 30

Lorazepam 26

Zolpidem 23

Methadone 22

Gabapentin 21

Codeine 18

Buprenorphine/norbuprenorphine 15

Tramadol/O-desmethyltramadol 14

Phencyclidine (PCP) 12

Source: https://academic.oup.com/jat/advance-article/doi/10.1093/jat/bkab064/6292018?searchresult=1



Belts
• Belt use 7% higher in 

primary law states

• Nearly 4 million more 
people belted if 
secondary states’ belt 
use matched primary 
law states

Source: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32563382/
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nsc.org/hotcars

Available in Spanish



Where Do We Go 
From Here?



Safer Streets: Lessons From Abroad

Sao Paulo, Brazil Oslo, Norway
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DOUBLE DOWN
on What Works

ACCELERATE
Technology

PRIORITIZE
Safety

www.nsc.org/RoadToZero
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https://www.ntsb.gov/news/events/Pages/2021-safe-systems-rt.aspx



https://bit.ly/3wBq482



Safe System Infrastructure



Safe System Infrastructure



Safe System Infrastructure



Safe System Consortium

• Allocate funding by Safe System approach
• Demonstrate the benefits of the Safe 

System approach
• Incentivize use of funds to advance safety 

equity through Safe System investments
• Improve federal safety coordination
• Integrate Safe System approach into 

underlying guidance for road design

https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/johns-hopkins-center-for-injury-
research-and-policy/our-impact/documents/recommendations-of-the-safe-system-
consortium.pdf



Prioritizing 
Safety =

Safety Culture 
+ 

Safe System
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www.ZeroTrafficDeaths.org

http://www.zerotrafficdeaths.org/


Thank you!

Jane Terry

Jane.Terry@nsc.org

www.nsc.org

mailto:Jane.Terry@nsc.org

